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Educational History 
9/77-3/83 University of California, Los Angeles. Earned Ph.D. in 

geochemistry in March 1983. 
9/73-6/77 Revelle College, University of California, San Diego.  Earned 

B.A. in chemistry with emphasis in earth science, June 1977. 
 
Employment History 
9/99-present Professor, Dept. of Geological Sciences and Fellow, Cooperative 

Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences (CIRES), 
University of Colorado, Boulder. 

1/85-8/99 Assistant/Associate Professor, Dept. of Geological Sciences and 
Fellow, Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental 
Sciences (CIRES), University of Colorado, Boulder. 

2/83-1/85- Director's postdoctoral position at the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory.  

 
University Service (since 1990) 
Department- Chair-2009-2015 (many prior service assignments in department) 
Institute (CIRES)- Internal Review Committee (1991), Strategic Planning Committee 

(1992), Chair of Director Reappointment Committee (1997-1998). Space 
Committee (2001-2), Chair of Fellows Reappointment Committee (2003-4, 2006-
7), Visiting Fellows Committee (2009-10). 
Other-Associate Director for CIRES Solid Earth Geophysics Division, 1993, 1998 

 
Professional Service  
Invited Public Lectures (1990-present): Arizona State University, U.S. Geological Survey 

(Denver, Reston, Menlo Park), New Mexico State University, University of North 
Carolina, Kansas University, University of Nevada (Reno), University of Texas 
(El Paso, Austin), Texas Tech University, California Institute of Technology 
(CIT), Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Colorado Scientific Society 
(Golden), Boston University, Harvard University, University of New Mexico, 
Colorado State University, University of Nevada (Las Vegas), Indiana University-
Purdue University Indianapolis, University of Wyoming. Central Washington 
University, Iowa State University, Fresno State University, University of Sonora 
Hermosillo (MX) 

Journal Editorial Boards: Geology Magazine 1990-93; Assoc. Editor, Lithos , 1997-2003; 
Assoc. Editor, Geological Society of America Bulletin, 1999-2007. Geosphere-
2011 to present 

National/International Committees (since 2005) 
Panel Member-NSF-EAR Sedimentary Geology and Paleontology 2005 
U.S. Department of Energy's Office of Research and Development Independent 
Review Panel-2006-9 
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Panel Member- NSF-EAR Instrumentation and Facilities Program, 2009-2012 
Advisory Board Member- IGGPS Los Alamos National Laboratory, 2014-present 
 

Awards/Lectureships 
1996 -Allday Lecturer, University of Texas, Austin 
2000 -Crosby Lecturer (Visiting Faculty), Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Earth, 

Atmosphere, and Planetary Science Dept.) 
2014-Elected as Fellow of the Geological Society of America 
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Cheyenne Belt and vicinity”, Rocky Mountain Geology, 33,  293-304, 1998. 
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the central Mexican volcanic belt at approximately 100 degrees W; spatial 
distribution, petrological, geochemical, and isotopic characteristics of quaternary 
volcanismJournal of Petrology, vol. 48, pp. 901-950, 2007. 
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freshwater-seawater mixing zones in the maturation of regional dolomite bodies 
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Neff, J. C., Ballantyne, A. P, Farmer, G. L., et al., Increasing eolian dust deposition in the 
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Farmer, G. L, Bailley, T., and L. Elkins-Tanton, “Mantle source volumes and the origin 
of the mid-Tertiary ignimbrite flare-up in the southern Rocky Mountains, western 
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Amato, J. M, Boullion, A. O, Serna, A.M., Farmer G. L., et al., Evolution of the Mazatzal 
Province and the timing of the Mazatzal orogeny: Insights from U-Pb 
geochronology and geochemistry of igneous and metasedimentary rocks in 
southern New Mexico, Geol. Soc. Amer. Bulletin, 120, p. 328-346, 2008. 

Goodge, J. W., Vervoort, J. D., Fanning, C. M., Farmer, G. L., et al., A positive test of 
east Antarctic-Laurentia juxtaposition within the Rodinia supercontinent, Science, 
321, 235-240, 2008. 

Amato, J. M. Toro, J., Miller, E. L., Gehrels, G. E., Farmer, G. L., Gottlieb, E. S., Late 
Proterozoic-Paleozoic evolution of the Arctic Alaska-Chukotka terrane based on 
U-Pb igneous and detrital zircon ages: Implications for Neoproterozoic 
paleogeographic reconstructions, Geol. Soc. Amer. Bulletin, 121, 1219-1235, 
2009. 
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Verplanck, E. P., Farmer, G. L., Andrews, J., Dunhill, G., and C. Millo, Provenance of 
Quaternary glacial and glacimarine sediments along the southeast Greenland 
margin, Earth and Planetary Science Letters, 286, 52-62, 2009. 

Amato, J. M., Lawton, T. F., Mauel, D. J., Leggett, W. J., Gonzalez-Leon, Farmer, G. L., 
and J. L. Wooden, Testing the Mojave-Sonora megashear hypothesis: Evidence 
from Paleoproterozoic igneous rocks and deformed Mesozoic strata in Sonora, 
Mexico, Geology, 37, 75-78, 2009. 

Jones, C. H., Farmer, G. L., Sageman, B., et al., Hydrodynamic mechanism for the 
Laramide Orogeny, Geosphere, 7, p. 183-201, 2011 

Mair, J. L., Farmer, G. L., Groves, D. I., et al., Petrogenesis of postcollistional 
magmatism at Scheelite Dome, Yukon, Canada: Evidence for a lithospheric 
mantle source for magmas associated with intrusion-related gold system, Econ. 
Geol., 106, p. 451-480, 2011. 

Lawrence, C. R. ,Neff, J. C ., Farmer, G. L., The accretion of aeolian dust in soils of the 
San Juan Mountains, Colorado, USA, J. Geophys Res.-Earth Surface, DOI: 
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Schoenborn, W. A., Fedo, C. M., and Farmer, G. L., Provenance of the Neoproterozoic 
Johnnie Formation and Stirling Quartzite, southeastern California, determined by 
detrital zircon geochronology and Nd isotope geochemistry, Precambrian 
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Farmer, G. L., Glazner, A.F., Kortemeier, W. et al., Mantle lithosphere as source of 
postsubduction magmatism, northern Sierra Nevada, California, Geosphere, 9, p. 
1102-1124, 2013. 

Farmer, G. L., Continental Basalts, in Treatise on Geochemistry, 2nd edition, Rudnick, R. 
editor, Elsevier, 2013. 

Refsnider KA, Miller GH, Fogel ML, Fraschette B, Bowden R, Andrews JT, Farmer GL. 
Subglacially precipitated carbonates record geochemical interactions and pollen 
preservation at the base of the Laurentide Ice Sheet on central Baffin Island, 
eastern Canadian Arctic. Quaternary Research 81(1):94-105,2014. 

Jacob, K., Farmer G. L., Buchwaldt, R., and Bowring S. A., Deep Crustal Anatexis, 
Magma Mixing, and the Generation of Epizonal Plutons in the Southern Rocky 
Mountains, Contributions to Mineralogy and Petrology,169, DOI: 
10.1007/s00410-014-1094-3, 2015. 

Lake, E. T., and Farmer, G. L., Oligo-Miocene mafic intrusions of the San Juan Volcanic 
Field, southwestern Colorado, and their relationship to voluminous, caldera-
forming magmas, Geochemica et Cosmochimica Acta, 157, 86-108, 2015. 

Howard, A. L, Farmer, G. L., Amato, J. M., and Fedo, C.M., Zircon U-Pb ages and Hf 
isotopic compositions indicate multiple soruces for Grenvillian detrital zircon 
deposited in western Laurentia, Earth and Planetary Sciences Letters, 432, 300-
310, 2015. 

Bagherzadeh, RM ,Karimpour, MH , Farmer, GL , Stern, CR , Santos, JF et al., U-Pb 
zircon geochronology, petrochemical and Sr-Nd isotopic characteristic of Late 
Neoproterozoic granitoid of the Bornaward Complex (Bardaskan-NE Iran), 
Journal of Asian Earth Sciences, 111, 54-71, 2015. 

Jones, C. H., Mahan, K. H., Butcher, L. A., Levandowski, W. B., and Farmer, G. L., 
Continental uplift through crust hydration, Geology, 43, 355-358, 2015. 
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Brahney J, Ballantyne AP, Kociolek P, Leavitt PR, Farmer GL, Neff JC. Ecological 
changes in two contrasting lakes associated with human activity and dust 
transport in western Wyoming. Limnology and Oceanography, 60, 678-695, 2015. 

 
Grants (past 4 years) 
National Science Foundation-Major Research Instrumentation: Acquisition of an Electron 

Microprobe for Major and Trace Element Analysis, $800,000, co-PI (Julien Allaz 
and Kevin Mahan lead PIs), 8/9/2014-8/7/2017. 

National Science Foundation, Sedimentary Geology and Paleobiology Program, 
Collaborative Research: The provenance of "Grenville" age detrital zircon in 
western North America and the Neoproterozoic to early Paleozoic evolution of 
southwestern Laurentia, PI , $146,854, 3/1/2013-2/28/2015. 

National Science Foundation, Earth Sciences Instrumentation and Facilities, 
Development of a High Ionization Efficiency Molten Glass Ion Emitter, 
Supplement, $8,200, PI, 4/28/2010-4/27/2011 (original award funded in 2007). 

U.S. Geological Survey-MRERP, Origin of Elk Creek Carbonatite, $40,000, PI, 
2/1/2012-1/29/2014. 

 
  


