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Education: 

Ph.D. Physics, University of California, Berkeley, 1989 

M.A. Physics, University of California, Berkeley, 1984 

B.S. Physics, Stanford University, 1982, with honors and distinction 

 

Academic Employment History:  

2003- present 

 Professor, Department of Astrophysical and Planetary Sciences, CU Boulder 

1998 – 2003 

Associate Professor, Department of Astrophysical and Planetary Sciences 

1997 - 1998 

Associate Research Professor, Department of Astrophysics and Planetary Sciences 

1995-1997 

Assistant Research Professor, Department of Astrophysical, Planetary and Atmospheric 

Sciences, CU Boulder 

1989-1998 

Research Associate, Center for Astrophysics and Space Astronomy 

 

Honors and Awards: 

Boulder Faculty Assembly Award for Leadership and Service, 2018 

Boulder Faculty Assembly Award for Excellence in Research, Scholarly and Creative      

Work, 2011 

NASA Exceptional Public Service Medal, 2010 

Robert H. Goddard Exceptional Achievement: Engineering – Teams, for Hubble  

Instrument Development 

NASA Group Achievement Awards for the FUSE mission redesign, the 1995 Australia rocket 

campaign, the Hale Bopp Rocket Campaign, and the FUSE mission as a whole 

 

Primary Research Efforts: 

 

1992 – 1998, 2007 – 2011and 2014 - 2024 

 Principal Investigator, Ultraviolet Sounding Rocket program  

2019 – 2023 

 Principal Investigator, NASA APRA study for UV holographic Echelle designs 

1998 – 2013 

 Principal Investigator, Cosmic Origins Spectrograph, a Hubble Space Telescope  

instrument installed during servicing mission 4 in May, 2009.  

1993 – 1998 

 Principal Investigator for the Spectrograph portion of the Far Ultraviolet Spectroscopic  

Explorer (FUSE); I was responsible for the spectrograph optical design and development.  

The FUSE mission PI was H. Warren Moos (JHU). (Launched in 1999) 

 

Previously a Principal Investigator on the following programs: 

 Planetary sounding rocket program  

Modern Universe Space Telescope (MUST) Vision Mission Study  
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IUE observing program  

EUVE observing programs  

NASA UVG-R&A Grating Design program  

NASA UVG-R&A Grating Fabrication Program  

NASA Astrophysics Data Program (ADP) 

 

University Service:  

2000 – 2004 and 2007 – 2013  

Director, Center for Astrophysics and Space Astronomy, CU Boulder 

2004 – 2007 

 Chair, Department of Astrophysical and Planetary Sciences, CU Boulder 

2012 - 2013 

 BFA representative for APS Department  

 

National Service: 

Member: Board of Directors, BoldlyGo, a philanthropic organization to enable privately funded  

space missions.  Position is uncompensated. (2018 – 2021) 

Space Telescope Institute Council (New member in fall 202017 – 2020) 

Member NASA Advisory Council: Science Committee (2015 – 2016) 

NASA Cosmic Origins Program Analysis Group: Executive Committee (2014-2016) 

Member: NOAO Visiting Committee (2013) 

Co-Chair: Wide Field Infrared Survey Telescope (WFIRST) Science Definition Team  

(2010 – 2012)  

Member of NASA Astrophysics Senior Review (2010) 

NASA Origins subcommittee  

NASA Astrophysics Working Group  

NASA Sounding Rocket Working Group 

 

Graduate Student Advising:  

Ryan McLean (PhD 2000) (1)  

Kurt Gunderson (PhD 2000) (1)  

Remy Indebetuow (PhD 2001) (2)  

Matthew Beasley (PhD 2003) (1)  

Catherine Boone (Phd 2005)  

Nathaniel Cunningham (PhD 2006) (1)  

Eric Schindhelm (PhD 2011) (3)  

Brennan Gantner (PhD 2012) (1) 

Nicholas Erickson (current) 

 

1: Awarded NASA Graduate Student Fellowship  

2: Awarded Chancellor’s Fellowship and NSF Fellowship  

3: Awarded NASA Earth and Space Science Fellowship  

 

Education Outreach:  

Led Project Centaur, incorporating a Centaurus high school student built payload on a NASA 

sounding rocket (launched in 1999) 
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