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EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D.   Johns Hopkins University    1983 
    Department of Political Science 
 
M.A.   Johns Hopkins University    1981 
    Department of Political Science 
 
M.Sc.   The London School of Economics   1978 
With Distinction  Department of Politics  
    Area:  History of Political Thought 
   
B.A.   Colorado College       1978 
Magna Cum Laude  Major:  Philosophy  
 
 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 

The University of Colorado, Boulder 
Associate Professor       1991-present 
Department of Political Science     
 
Assistant Professor       1983-1990 
Department of Political Science 
 
Director        2001-2012 
Keller Center for the Study of the First Amendment   2014 - present 
     

The University of Utah 
Eccles Fellow        1993-1994 
Obert C. Tanner Humanities Center 
  

The University of Essex, England 
Visiting Professor       1991-92 
Department of Government      
 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

Political Theory: Contemporary political theory  (theories of social justice; 
political obligation and authority; liberalism; philosophy of 
law; civil liberties). 

 



International Relations: Normative issues in international relations (military intervention; 
secession; justice in war; global distributive justice; theories of 
international law and society). 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
BOOKS 
 

Skepticism, Individuality and Freedom: The Reluctant Liberalism of Richard Flathman, 
co-editor Bonnie Honig (University of Minnesota Press, 2002). 

 
International Society: Diverse Ethical Perspectives, co-editor Terry Nardin (Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1998), pp.  286.  
 
Traditions of International Ethics, co-editor Terry Nardin (Cambridge:  Cambridge 

University Press, 1992), pp. 326. 
 
Social Justice Reconsidered  (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1989), pp. 169. 
 --Japanese trans., Hiroto Tsukada (Tokyo; Seibundo Publishing, 1996), pp. 237. 

 
ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 

“National Defense and Political Independence,” in Oxford Handbook of Ethics and War, 
editors Seth Lazar and Helen Frowe (Oxford: Oxford University Press, on-line publication 
Oct. 2015) DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199943418.013.16 (approx. 10,000 words).  Hard 
copy forthcoming 2017. 

 
“Moral Liability to Defensive Killing and Symmetrical Self-Defense,” The Journal of      
Political Philosophy, Vol. 18, no. 2 (June 2010), 198 – 217. 

 
 “The Right of National Defense,”  International Studies Perspectives (2007) 8, 1 –15. 
 
“Fairness, Political Obligation and Benefits Across Borders,” Polity, Vol. 37, no. 4 (October 

2005),  425–42.  
 
“Innocent Attackers: A Comment on David Rodin’s War and Self-Defense,” Ethics and 

International Affairs , Vol. 18, no. 1 (2004),  81-6. 
      
"Revising the Doctrine of Double Effect," Journal of Applied Philosophy, Vol. 18, no. 3 

(2001), 259-72. 
      
"Coerced Moral Agents?  Individual Responsibility for Military Service," The Journal of 

Political Philosophy, Vol. 6 (June, 1998), 171-89. 
 

"Justice, Diversity and Law in International Society," in International Society: Diverse 
Ethical Perspectives (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998), 239-59. 

 
 



When is it Right to Rescue?  A Response to Pasic and Weiss," Ethics and International 
Affairs, Vol 11 (Spring 1997), 144-50.  

 
“Realism and the Ethics of War and Peace,” in The Ethics of War and Peace, editor Terry 
Nardin (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), 54-77. 

 
"Purpose and Politics:  Can There Be a Non-Instrumental Civil Association?"  The Political 

Science Reviewer, Vol. 21 (Spring 1992), pp. 63-80. 
 
“Contractarianism and International Ethics,” in Traditions of International Ethics 

(Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 180-200. 
 

“Convergence and Divergence in International Ethics,” co-author Terry Nardin, in Traditions 
of International Ethics  (Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 297-322. 

 
 “Military Intervention and Rights,” Millennium, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Spring 1991), pp. 541-560. 

 
 “Democratic Voluntarism,” Polity, Vol. 23, No. 1 (Winter 1990),  233-53. 
 
“Civil Association and the Idea of Contingency,” Political Theory, Vol. 18, No. 3 (August 

1990), pp. 392-410. 
 
“Prudence and the Plurality of Value in International Ethics,” The Journal of Politics, Vol. 

52, No. 2 (May 1990), pp. 433-456. 
 

IN PROGRESS 
 

“Tadros and Frowe on Non-Responsible Threats”  
 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
CU Center for Humanities and the Arts 
 Faculty Fellow 2003-2004 
 
Humphrey Center, University of Minnesota  
 Research Fellowship, Ethics and International Affairs (declined) 1998 
 
University of Utah 
 Eccles Fellowship in the Humanities     1993-1994 

 
University of Colorado, Boulder 
 Dean’s Committee on the Social Sciences Writing Award  1993 
 

GRANTS 
 
Ford Foundation Grant       2006-2007 

 
Conflict Resolution Consortium Grant  



Graduate Committee on the Arts and Humanities Grant 1990 
 University of Colorado, Boulder 
 
Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs   1987-1990 

 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
 

 “Review of Michael Walzer on War and Justice,” Ethics and International Affairs, Vol. 15, 
no. 2 (2001), 148-152. 

 
“Review of Suffering and Moral Responsibility and Moral Purity and Persecution in 

History,”  Political Theory Vol. 29, no. 2 (April 2001).  
 
"Review of The Ethics of War," The American Political Science Review , Vol. 94, no. 2 

(June 2000), 448-9. 
 
"Review of The Holy War Idea in Western and Islamic Traditions," The American Political 

Science Review, Vol. 92 no. 2 (June 1998) 438-9. 
 
“Review of Justice and World Order,” The American Political Science Review, Vol.  87, 

No. 3 (September 1993), pp. 821-823. 
 

"Review of Liberalisms and Liberalism and the Moral Life,” The Journal of Politics, Vol. 
53, No. 1 (February 1991), pp. 260-263. 

 
“Review of Free and Equal, Ethics, Vol. 100, No. 1 (October 1989), pp. 184-85. 
 
“Review of Hobbesian Moral and Political Theory,” International Hobbes Association 
Newsletter, New Series, No. 5 (June 1987), 1-5. 

 
“Review of Justice and Equality Here and Now,” Political Theory, Vol. 15, No. 3 (August 

1987), pp. 456-459. 
 

 “Review of Equality and Liberty,” Political Theory, Vol. 14, No. 2 (May 1986), pp. 328-
331. 

 
“Review of The Rejection of Consequentialism,” Political Theory, Vol. 11, No. 2 (August 

1983), pp. 466-470. 
 
INVITED TALKS (selected) 
 

Invited Speaker, “Graduate Reading Retreat” Stockholm Center for the Ethics of War and 
Peace, Cala Galdana, Menorca, Spain, September 19 – 20, 2014 
 
 
Invited speaker, “War Ethics,” University of California, San Diego,”  March 1 -2, 2013 
 



Invited participant, “Justice and Global Politics,” sponsored by Social Philosophy and Policy 
Center, Bowling Green State University, October 2004. 

 
Invited Speaker, “The Right of National Defense,” Arizona State University Law School, 

Conference on War, sponsored by ASU Law School, March 3-4, 2004. 
 
Invited Speaker, "Fairness, Political Obligation and Military Service," Northwestern 

University Conference on Rights, Citizenship, Justice:  International Perspectives on 
Philosophical Problems,": March 6-8, 1998.  

 
Invited Speaker:  "Law and Diversity in International Society," Conference on the 

Constitution of International Society, sponsored by The Ethikon Institute,  Napa Valley, 
January 4-7, 1994. 

 
Invited Speaker:  "Rights of Self-Defense and Justice in War," Eccles Fellow Public Lecture 

Series, sponsored by The University of Utah Humanities Center, Salt Lake City, October 
12, 1993. 

 
Invited Speaker: “Realism and the Ethics of War and Peace,” Conference on the Ethics of 

War and Peace,” sponsored by the Ethikon Institute, Notre Dame Center, Jerusalem, 
January 4-7, 1992. 

 
Invited speaker:  "Why the Just War Isn't," presented at the Universities of Bristol, Essex, 

Kent, and The London School of Economics, England, 1991-92. 
 

Invited speaker:  "Freedom and Contingency," Harvard University Political Theory 
Colloquium, Cambridge, April 19, 1991. 

 
Invited speaker:  "Three Ideas of International Society," The Northwestern University 

Political Theory Workshop, Chicago, October 1990 
 
  

CONFERENCE PAPERS (selected, unpublished) 
 

“Individual and National Rights of Self-Defense,” presented at the 2009 Annual Meeting of   
the American Political Science Association, Toronto, September  3- 6, 2009 
 
Panelist, “The Right of National Defense,” International Studies Association, Istanbul, 

Turkey,  August 17 – 21, 2005.  
 

"Coerced Moral Agents?  Citizens, Soldiers and Responsibility for War," presented at the 
1996 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, 
August 29-September 1, 1996. 

 
“Authority, Contingency, and the Idea of Civil Association,” presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia, September 1989. 
 

“The Moral Basis of the Nonintervention Principle,” presented at the Annual Meeting of the 



International Studies Association, London, England, April 1989. 
 
“Military Intervention,” presented to the Carnegie Council Working Group on International 

Ethics, New York, NY, October 1988. 
 
“Pluralism and Practical Judgment in International Ethics,” presented at the Annual Meeting 

of the International Studies Association, Presidential Roundtable, St. Louis, Mo., March 
1988. 

 
“Liberal and Communitarian Theories of Political Obligation,” presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the Mid-west Political Science Association, Chicago, April 1987.  Also 
presented at the Milwaukee area chapter of the Conference on Political Theory. 

 
“Oakeshott on Law and Morality,” presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 

Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., September, 1986. 
 
“Nardin on International Law and Morality,” presented at the Annual Meeting of the 

International Studies Association, Los Angeles, April, 1986. 
 
“The Problem of Commensurating Individual Claims in the Theory of Justice,” presented at 

the Annual Meeting of the Mid-west Association of Political Science, Chicago, April 1983.  
 
Invited participant, "Global Distributive Justice,"  sponsored by The Humphrey  Center, 

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, St. Paul,  May 12-13, 1998. 
  
Invited participant, "Boundaries, Ownership, and Autonomy:  Diverse Ethical Perspectives," 

sponsored by Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs  and The Ethikon 
Institute, New York, NY, September 12-14, 1997. 

 
Panel Organizer, "Roundtable on Richard Flathman's Willful Liberalism," Annual American 

Political Science Association Meeting, Washington, D.C., August 29-September 1, 1997. 
 
Panel Organizer, "Responsibility and Forgiveness in International Politics." Annual 
American Political Science Association Meeting, San Francisco, August  29-September 1, 
1996. 

  
Invited participant, Faculty Development Seminar on Ethics and Humanitarian Intervention, 

sponsored by Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, June 12-15, 1996. 

 
Invited participant, "Michael Walzer's Just and Unjust Wars; Twentieth Anniversary 

Symposium" sponsored by Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs, New 
York, NY, May 15, 1996. 

 
Discussant: “Humanitarian Intervention,”  Conference on Ethnic Conflict and International 

Intervention, at SUNY-Buffalo, NY, April 16-17, 1993. 
 
Discussant:  "Normative Dimensions of International Relations," Annual Meeting of the 



American, Political Science Association, Chicago, 1992. 
 
Discussant:  “Political Theory and Political Education,” American Political Science 

Association, San Francisco, CA, Aug. 30 - Sept. 2, 1990. 
 
Discussant:  Roundtable on Traditions of International Ethics,  Annual Meeting of the 

International Studies Association, Washington, D.C., April 1990. 
 
Panel organizer:  “The Role of Ethics in Teaching and Research in International Relations,” 

Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, Washington, D.C., April 1990. 
 
Invited participant:  “Ancient and Modern Freedom:  Are They Compatible?” Liberty Fund 

Symposium, Colorado Springs, Colorado, November 9-12, 1989. 
 
Invited participant:  Carnegie Council Working Group on International Ethics, New York, 

NY, October 1989. 
 
Panel organizer:  “Non-foundational Conceptions of Authority,” Annual Meeting of the 

American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia, September 1989. 
 
Discussant:  “Politics as Rhetoric,” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 

Association, Atlanta, Georgia, September 1989. 
 
Panel organizer:  “The Ethics of International Intervention,” Annual Meeting of the 

International Studies Association, London, England, April 1989. 
 
Associate colloquium coordinator:  “US Foreign Intervention:  The Moral Issues,” Thirteenth 

Annual Bertram Morris Colloquium on Social Philosophy, Boulder, Colorado, February 
24-25, 1989. 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Undergraduate Courses 
 
Freedom of Speech and Dangerous Ideas 

Introduction to Political Theory 

Survey of Western Political Thought 

American Political Thought 

Liberalism and Its Critics 

Nationalism and Secession 

Politics and Literature 

International Ethics 

BA/MA Seminar in International Relations 

  



Graduate Courses (seminars) 
  
Core Seminar in the History of Political Theory  

Political Obligation 

Social Contract Theory 

International Ethics  

Contemporary Political Philosophy 

 
SERVICE 

 
PROFESSIONAL 

 
Editorial Board,  Continuum Series in Political Philosophy  Sept. 2011 - present  
 
Editorial Board, Ethics and International Affairs,  Apr. 2000 - present 
 
Program Review, Program in Political and Social Thought 
 University of Virginia April, 2000 
 
Board of Directors Jan 1994–June 2001 
 The Ethikon Institute 
 
Member: The Ethikon Institute’s Standing Committee  
   on Inter-Societal Relations,  Feb 1993–June 2001 
 
EDITOR:  International Conference for the Study of  
 Political Thought Newsletter. Apr 1990-Dec 1993 
 
REFEREE: 
 Political Theory 
 American Journal of Political Science 
 Political Research Quarterly 
 Ethics 
 American Political Science Review 
 The Journal of Politics 
 Polity 

 
DEPARTMENTAL 

 
Chair, Political Science Reappointment Committee 9/17 – 12/17 
 
Director, Keller Center for the Study of the First Amendment 2000-2012 
 2014 – July 2016 

 
Associate Chair and Director of Undergraduate Studies 2000- 6/2011 



  
Policy Committee 2009 - 2011 
 
Chair, Student Advisor Hiring Committee 9/10 – 12/10 
 
Chair, Student Advisor Hiring Committee 9/08 – 12/08 
 
Chair, Tenure Committee 9/08 – 12/08 

 
Policy Committee 2005 - 2007 
 
Chair, Student Advisor Hiring Committee 10/05-11/05 
 
Graduate Admissions Committee 2005-present   
 
Graduate Admisstions  Committee 2004-2005 
 
Policy Committee 2000-2003 
 
Chair, Political Theory Recruitment Committee 9/02-3/03 
 
Acting Chair 7/02-8/02 
 
Graduate Studies and Admissions Committee 2000–2002 

 
 Recruitment Committee 9/00–3/01 

 
Speakers Colloquium Committee 9/99–5/00 
 
Chair, Recruitment Committee 9/99–3/00 

  
 Chair, Tenure Committee 9/96-9/97  
  
 Budget Committee 9/95-9/97 
 
 Graduate Studies and Admissions Committee 9/95-9/97 
  
 Personnel Committee 9/95-9/96 
  
 Executive Committee 9/92-6/93 
  9/86-6/88 
 
 Graduate Placement Director 9/92-6/9 
 

Public Law Recruitment Committee 9/92-2/93 
 
 Van Ek Committee 9/83-6/93 

 Committee Chair 9/83-6/93 



  
 Recruitment Committee 9/88-1/89 

 
Program Review Committee 9/87-6/88 
 

 
UNIVERSITY 

 
PRP/ARPAC 9/17 – present 
  9/08 – 9/11 
 

     ARPAC IRC 9/15 – 5/16 
 

GCAH  9/13 – 6/17 
 

CHA Steering Committee 9/07 – 9/11 
 
Beverly Sears Graduate Award Committee 1/06-5/08 
 
Program Review Committee 9/05–5/08 
 
Byron White Center Board (CU Law School) 9/04 – 9/11 
 
Council of Arts and Sciences 9/04-05 
 
GPT Teaching Excellence Committee 2/01-5/03 
 
Arts and Sciences Council 9/98–9/00 
  

 Arts and Sciences Planning Committee 9/98–9/99 
 
BFA Library Committee 9/92-9/93 
 9/90-6/91 
 
REFERENCES 
 

 Professor  Terry Nardin 
Head, Department of Political Science 
National University of Singapore 
AS1 Level 4, 11 Arts Link 
Singapore 117570 
Polntw@nus.edu.sg 
 
Prof. James Nickel 
College of Law 
Arizona State University  
Tempe, Arizona  85287 
James.nickel@asu.edu 



480-838-6550 
 
Prof. Jeff McMahan 
Department of Philosophy 
Rutgers University 
26 Nichol Avenue 
New Brunswick, NJ 
08901-2882 
609-258-2739 

 
 
 

 
 


