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I am an associate professor at the University of Colorado Boulder, College of Music. He is affiliate
faculty in Ethnic Studies, Global Health, and the Center for African and African American Studies
(CAAAS).

I have continued to expand on my scholarship in ethnomusicology as an integrated and
interdisciplinary field of academic music inquiry. Having now fully established my record internationally
as a leading voice in the ethnomusicological study of music and health through publications, organizing
of international symposiums, and international teaching, I am now working on two projects, Performing
Ubuntu: African Musical Creativity for Community, Wellbeing, and Sustainability and Music and Culture in the
African Church. The first builds upon the interdisciplinary book that I co-authored with a philosophy
professor from the Massachusetts College of the Liberal Arts titled Ubuntu: A Comparative Study of an
African Concept of Justice published by Leuven University Press and Cornell Press, February 2024.
Performing Ubuntu is an exclusive focus on four musical case studies. Ubuntu is an African concept of
justice and a form of relational ethics that manifests in different spheres of human activities. The
current ethnomusicological project examines the ways that ubuntu permeates processes of musical
creativity, articulation, and spirituality and cultural meanings in the contexts of health, hydro-politics,
and gender. Music and Culture in the African Church uses a combination of historical and
ethnographic methods to examine the issues of culture in African Christianity in colonial, post-colonial,
and post-Apartheid contexts.

In these scholarly works, I continue to push the boundaries in African Studies by using the
interdisciplinary study of music to understand and to clarify some persisting confusions around African
history, the peoples of Africa and their social organization in post-colonial and post-apartheid contexts.
Just as my work on music and health and new African musical diasporas have engendered new
understanding and therefore new conversations in the field of ethnomusicology and African Studies,
these two projects will further lay out some of the issues that I had already begun to address in my
previous journal publications on musical inculturation and the newly released text on wbuntn.

I continue to feature regularly in several local and international radio and television programs including
BBC, Channels TV Lagos, Nigeria, and Black Radio Consortium as contributor and analyst on the
entertainment industry, and cultural education and policy.

My World Music of the Front Range, Colorado remains on-going as I am using it to mentor
undergraduate and graduate students in ethnographic methods while documenting world music artists
and ensembles to help produce the composite cosmopolitan cultural image of the Front Range part of
Colorado. This on-going project is already beginning to yield some scholatly output as I am now co-
authoring a peer-review journal article “Multigenerational Music Making in the Diaspora: A Shona
Family Story in Denver Colorado” with a student who helped to collect the data with support from the
Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program (UROP).

Finally, my scholarship continues to inform my teaching as evidenced my undergraduate and graduate
courses or in specific topics in my course schedules.

Selected Courses Taught at CU Boulder

Graduate Seminars: Music of Disease & Death, Ethnomusicology Proseminar, World Music Pedagogy; Black
Allantic, Black American Music, Music in African Life, Music Ethnography.



Undergraduate Seminars: Sounding Epidemic; Music and Global Health; Music and Politics in Africa; Art Music
of Africa; Music in African Religions Experience; and Ethnomusicology Senior Seminar.
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