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Teaching 2024 

 

• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers and Lindsay Pierce Martin, spring 

• Opinion Writing, spring 

• Served as a committee member for a graduate professional project, summer 

• Supervised two honors thesis students, fall 

• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers and Lindsey Pierce Martin, fall 

• Feature writing, fall 

• Supervised several internships 

  

 

Service 2024 

 

• Coordinated judging for the Al Nakkula Award for Police Reporting, co-sponsored by 

the University of Colorado Boulder Department of Journalism and The Denver 

Press Club, spring.  

• Presented at CU-Boulder’s hosting of J-Day for high school students on the benefits of 

opinion writing as a key protector of democracy, fall. 

• Presented on a CMCI panel prior to the vice-presidential debate. 

• Chaired a department committee for Instructor Marina Dmukhovskaya PUEC renewal 

with Assistant Professor Chris Larson and Associate Professor Hun Shik Kim.  

• Took up overseeing judging for the Casey Feldman Award for Transportation Reporting. 

The work meant several meetings with founder Joel Feldman, rethinking how to structure 

the award, boosting sponsor financial commitment, and also lifting participation from 

newsrooms. In the fall semester, we hosted this year’s winner as a guest lecturer in CU 

News Corps. Doing so going forward is a key update for this award.    

• Ongoing collaboration with the Colorado Media Project, The Denver Press Club, and the 

Colorado Press Association.  

• Oversaw collaboration with CU News Corps and media partners in the spring and fall. 

We continued to build relationships with North Denver’s hyperlocal newsroom, Bucket 

List Community Café, and Colorado Community Media’s two dozen newsrooms, 

relationships that have seen many of our students published in those outlets, and a string 

of CU Boulder interns with Bucket List. The work was especially important this year, as 

staffing changes at CCM require extra time and attention and care. 
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Teaching 2023 

 

• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers and Lindsay Pierce Martin spring 

• Reporting 2 spring 

• Supervised an honors thesis project spring 

• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers summer 

• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers and Lindsey Pierce Martin fall 

• Reporting 2 fall 

• Supervised a graduate professional project 

• Supervised 9 internships 

 

 

 

Service 2023 

 

• Coordinated judging for the Al Nakkula Award for Police Reporting, co-sponsored by 

the University of Colorado Boulder Department of Journalism and The Denver 

Press Club, spring.  

• Colorado Press Association panelist with the CU Journalism Chair Patrick Ferrucci and 

Department of Environmental Journalism Assistant Director Hillary Rosner, September. 

We discussed with local newsrooms work the department is doing to help them in these 

trying times for the industry.  

• Joined a committee to better connect our students to the Hearst awards in student 

journalism with CU’s director of student media, Keyana Simone, and scholar in 

residence, Vicky Sama.  

• Spoke on the importance of local news and the background of The Denver Post Rebellion 

with Professor Christine Larson’s JRNL 1000 students in November.    

• Ongoing collaboration with the Colorado Media Project, The Denver Press Club, and the 

Colorado Press Association.  

• Oversaw collaboration with CU News Corps and media partners in the spring and fall. 

We continued to build relationships with North Denver’s hyperlocal newsroom, Bucket 

List Community Café, and Colorado Community Media’s two dozen newsrooms, 

relationships that have seen many of our students published in those outlets, and a string 

of CU Boulder interns with Bucket List. 

• Guest lecturer for the Jefferson Humanists in Golden to discuss the importance of 

supporting local news and the background of The Denver Post Rebellion, March 

• Published a column solicited by The Colorado Sun to evaluate the health of local 

newsrooms in Colorado five years after the launch of The Denver Rebellion led to a 

national reexamination of how we support these defenders of democracy.  

 

 

Teaching 2022 

 



• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers spring 

• Opinion Writing spring 

• Served on an honors thesis committee spring 

• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers summer 

• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers and Lindsey Pierce Martin fall 

• Feature Writing 

• Supervised a graduate professional project 

• Supervised six internships 

 

Training 2022 

 

Completed the eye-opening Inclusive Pedagogy Ambassador Program administered by 

Lisa Flores, associate dean of Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion, CMCI. The training has led 

to several meaningful changes in teaching in how I communicate with students, structure 

coursework, and handle classroom lectures and discussion to develop a more mindful 

holistic approach to student development. 

 

Service 2022 

 

• Led judging for the Al Nakkula Award for Police Reporting, co-sponsored by 

the University of Colorado Boulder Department of Journalism and The Denver 

Press Club, spring.  

• Panelist with the CU Political Science Club alongside Boulder County District Attorney 

Michael Dougherty, Boulder City Councilwoman Junie Joseph, Institute for Planetary 

Security founder and climate activist Alexander Verbeek, and Bret Bessen, a doctoral 

candidate in the political science department. We discussed careers in public service and 

politics. March 9. 

• Panelist with CMCI Dean Lori Bergen, Journalism Chair Liz Skewes, Prof. Hillary 

Rosner for a discussion about best practices in investigative reporting with 12 African 

Edward Murrow fellows. July 22. 

• Panelist on the state of local news with Longmont City Councilman Tim Waters, 

Colorado Sun editor Dana Coffield, Colorado Media Project Director Melissa Davis and 

former Boston Globe journalist and Pulitzer Prize winner Maria Karagianis at the 

Longmont History Museum. Oct. 9. 

• Met with and provided a tour of the CU News Corps facilities with Bill and Kathy 

Scripps, the capstone’s generous funders. Nov. 4-5. 

• Served on the faculty reappointment committee for Marina Dmukhovskaya, with Profs. 

Kathleen Ryan and Chris Larsen, December.   

 

 

 2021 

• CU News Corps spring, summer, and fall with Amy Brothers, formerly of The Denver 

Post 

• Opinion Writing in the Spring 

• Reporting 2 in the Fall 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45TNZ-ZeIF0


• Honors thesis advisor for Sydney Calhoun  

• Advised master’s student Devon Corman’s professional project 

• Advised eight internships  

 

2020 

  

• CU News Corps with Lindsey Pierce Martin, formerly of The Denver Post, spring 

• Opinion Writing spring  

• Served on an honors committee spring semester  

• Served as an internship adviser spring  

• Taught CU News Corps summer  

• Served as an internship adviser for three students summer 2020  

• CU News Corps with Amy Brothers fall 

 

2019 

 

• CU News Corps with Emilie Johnson spring  

• Reporting 2 spring semester 2019  

• Served as an adviser to a masters student doing an independent study spring 2019  

• CU News Corps with Johnson fall semester 2019  

• Reporting 2 fall semester 

 

2018 

 

• Worked alongside Mei-Ling McNamara during the summer 

to get a solid introduction to teaching CU News Corps  

• CU News Corps with McNamara fall semester 2018. Partnered with The Colorado Sun to 

publish students reporting on gentrification 

in Denver’s Sun Valley and Westwood neighborhoods  

  

  

Education  

MFA, Creative Writing University of Pittsburgh, 1995  

  

Completed hours and story collection toward MA, Creative Writing Syracuse University, 1992  

  

BA, English  

University of Arkansas at Little Rock, 1989  

  

(Of note: 2018 recipient, Colby College Elijah Perish Lovejoy Award for a courageous act of jou

rnalism, an honorary doctor of laws degree.)  

  

Professional Experience  

More than 22 years of newsroom experience, including:  

  

The Denver Post  

http://www.colby.edu/lovejoyaward/chuck-plunketts-lovejoy-transcript/
http://www.colby.edu/lovejoyaward/chuck-plunketts-lovejoy-transcript/


• Editorial Page editor, columnist, July 2016 – May 18, 2018  

• Politics editor, July 2011 – June 2016  

• Government Watchdog reporter, Jan. 2011 – June 2011  

• Editorial writer, Nov. 2008 – Dec. 2010  

• Politics reporter, Feb. 2007 – Oct. 2008  

• General assignment/Enterprise/Investigative reporter, July 2003 – Jan. 

2007 The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review  

• Investigative, special assignments reporter, Oct. 2001 – June 2003  

• General assignment/Enterprise reporter, Jan. 2001 – Sept. 2001 Arkansas Democrat-

Gazette, from April 1996 – Dec. 2000  

• State Enterprise reporter  

• City Desk reporter  

• Business Desk reporter  

• Editorial assistant, Business Desk  

  

Recent Awards  

For work with The Denver Post editorial pages 

to launch what is now known as “The Denver Rebellion.”  

• The University of Denver Journalism in the Public Interest Award.  

• The Colorado Association of Libraries Julie J. Boucher Community Honor Roll Award fo

r Intellectual Freedom.  

• The ACLU Colorado Tajiri Award, for media work on behalf of 

civil liberties, received jointly with former Daily Camera editorial page editor David Krie

ger.  

• The Colby College Elijah Parish Lovejoy Award (mentioned earlier)  

  

• The National Press Club's John Aubuchon Press Freedom Award.  

  

  

Recent Appearances  

• Guest lecturer for JRNL TV Reporting class, March 2, 2021. Presented a beginner’s 

guide to using the Colorado Open Records Act and public records laws in general for a 

lively hour. 

• “When Local News Dies, So Does Democracy,” TED.com, posted a reedited version of t

he TEDx recording listed below on March 3, 2020  

• “When Local News Dies, So Does Our Democracy,” TEDxMileHigh recording, Denver’

s Buell Theater, June 22, 2019  

• Speaker, University of Colorado Graduate Teacher Program, Jan. 26, 2019  

  

Recent Panels  

• University of Denver panelist alongside Greg Moore, managing editor of Deke Digital 

and former executive editor Denver Post, and Laura Frank, the former Rocky Mountain 

News investigative reporter who now directs COLAB. Panel focused on ethics in 

journalism as part of Fred Brown and Lynn Schofield Clark’s capstone for journalism 

and strategic communications students. The online forum was made available to the 

broader campus and to other schools. For 90 minutes we presented real-world 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chuck_plunkett_when_local_news_dies_so_does_democracy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uR_jBlB-fj8


conundrums faced in newsrooms and worked through the decision-making behind our 

toughest calls – those that worked and those that didn’t. Feb. 24, 2021. 

• “Swatting at Vultures: Lessons learned from The Denver Post staff rebellion,” 

Southwest Education Council for Journalism and Mass Communication conference, 

Metropolitan State University Denver, Nov. 2, 2018  

• “Shrinking Newsrooms and Community Impact,” Goldfarb Center, Colby College, 

Oct. 8, 2018  

• Online News 

Association Digital Media Conference, University of Colorado Boulder, May 18, 2018  

  

Prior University Service  

• Led judging for the Al Nakkula Award for Police Reporting, co-sponsored by 

the University of Colorado Boulder Department of Journalism and The Denver 

Press Club, spring semester 2021  

• Led judging for the Al Nakkula Award for Police Reporting, co-sponsored by 

the University of Colorado Boulder Department of Journalism and The Denver 

Press Club, spring semester 2020  

• Joined Assistant Vice Chancellor of Strategic Media Relations and speechwriter 

Dave Curtin and on the committee to hire a speechwriter, editorial writer for 

Chancellor Philip P. DiStefano, fall semester 2019  

• Led judging for the Al Nakkula Award for Police Reporting, co-sponsored by 

the University of Colorado Boulder Department of Journalism and The 

Denver Press Club, spring semester 2019  

 

  

Recent Publications  

• “The Denver Rebellion: How I Went Rogue at Work,” TEDxMileHigh blog, Feb. 

22, 2020, with Kendra Sand  

• “The Awful Lessons of Goodloe Sutton, Racism and Hate,” The Colorado Sun, Feb. 24,  

2019  

• “Don’t Sit Back and Let the Aldens of the World Commit Great Evil,” The Colorado Sun

, Jan. 27, 2019  

• “A New Sun in Born, and Brighter Days are Ahead,” The Colorado Sun, Sept. 16, 2018,  

• “I Stood 

Up for The Denver Post and Was Forced to Resign,” Rolling Stone, May 7, 2018  

• “As Vultures Circle, The Denver Post Must Be Saved,” Denver Post editorial, 

April 6, 2018  

• “With More Cuts Coming to The Denver Post, What About the Letters to the 

Editor?” The Denver Post, April 6, 2018  

• “The So-Called ‘Michael Handcock’ cover-up,” The Denver Post, March 9, 2018  

• “Donald Trump’s True Believers,” The Denver Post, Jan. 19, 2018  

• “Lying Donald Trump Can’t Be Trusted, and That 

Needs to Stop Now,” Denver Post editorial, Jan. 25, 2017  

• “After Sutherland Springs, a Prayer for Our Country Churches,” The Denver Post, Nov. 1

3, 2017  

http://insider.msudenver.edu/2018/making-the-case-for-local-journalism.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd51KON97efSjI9aPf9WMZAjOHgJ-fgrAdG0p1VDdd3Mnr3kQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.tedxmilehigh.com/went-rogue-work-denver-rebellion/
https://coloradosun.com/2019/02/24/plunkett-the-awful-lessons-of-goodloe-sutton-racism-and-hate/
https://coloradosun.com/2019/01/27/plunkett-dont-sit-back-and-let-the-aldens-of-the-world-commit-great-evil/
https://coloradosun.com/2018/09/16/plunkett-a-new-sun-is-born-and-brighter-days-are-ahead/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/features/denver-post-resignations-w519872
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/features/denver-post-resignations-w519872
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/04/06/as-vultures-circle-the-denver-post-must-be-saved/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/04/06/with-more-cuts-coming-to-the-denver-post-what-about-the-letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/04/06/with-more-cuts-coming-to-the-denver-post-what-about-the-letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/03/09/the-so-called-denver-post-handcock-cover-up/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/01/19/donald-trumps-true-believers/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/01/19/donald-trumps-true-believers/
https://www.denverpost.com/2017/01/25/lying-trump-cant-be-trusted-and-that-needs-to-stop-now/
https://www.denverpost.com/2017/01/25/lying-trump-cant-be-trusted-and-that-needs-to-stop-now/
https://www.denverpost.com/2017/11/10/after-sutherland-springs-a-prayer-for-our-country-churches/


• “Give Those Heinous Confederate Statues the White Flag They Deserve,” The Denver Po

st, Aug. 25, 2017  

•  “A Warning From and For a Troubled Land,” The Denver Post, July 21, 2017  

• “For Dick Lamm, an End of Life Question of Another Sort,” The Denver Post, May 26, 2

017  

  

Publications, Fiction  

• “Livewell,” Cimarron Review, Spring 1990  

• “An Ill-Considered Bet,” The Texas Review, Spring/Summer 1993  

 

 

https://www.denverpost.com/2017/08/25/give-those-heinous-confederate-statues-the-white-flag-they-deserve/
https://www.denverpost.com/2017/07/21/a-warning-from-and-for-a-troubled-land/
https://www.denverpost.com/2017/05/26/for-dick-lamm-an-end-of-life-question-of-another-sort/

